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Of spaghetti and

\n encounter wilth Belgian artist Peter Bugeenhoul and Lhe
leftovers he has served up al Warehouse on 34 Pasla, gives

Maria Lowas food for thoughl

HEN Peren BUGGENTOUT IS GCONFRON
teddh swithy our busthing ety ol dreams,
he sees a g plate ol spaghelt
“Eyveryihing is all mixed up like spaghetti and
sittee,” muses the Belgian artst, ieving lo express
i clear and precise English the chaos he has
experienced sinee heareived i Muombai 1o sel up
his solo exhibition, res derelictae 1 (obiects sans
owners, in legal parlance). *People arve Tierally
crawling over and nnder cach other. there are cars
and bikes everywhere” Such ehitter muast be ke
miarnm from heaven lor someone whose work is
all rubbish and we don't mean this ina derogatory
sense, lor Buggenhoul’s seulptures are horn oul ol
Lhe discarded debris ol gzarbage heaps
There are many ol Hthose 1o be Tound near the
Warchouse on 3™ Pasta, where his work is being
shown and mavbe thi has caused him to change
his mindaboutthe way he presents his monumental
sculptures titled The Blind Leading the Blind,
made from waste material (iron slag, polysiveene,
polyester), plastie packaging, rubbish and residue
gloed togetherwith “abjeet™ and vejected malerial,
\Viter experiencing the chaos while waiting tor his
shiupment o arvive, he discarded his carvlier plan ol
creatimgan incessantly heaving installation ol dusl
“ercatures” that the andience conld walk through,
“I'was convineed | should not tey (o compete with

whal is going on outside.” conlirms the hardened

'll H\l (9 ) | RN

vistlor, who has bheen 1o NMombar on hohidav Twice
hetore, the iest time arounnd eight years ago

Inconsultationwith the eurator (ellow Beleian
Saolte Van Loo) and presenter (gallerist Abhay
Maskara) ol this show, he decided 1o instead ereale
wilthin the cavernons 5.250 s(uare leel, spaces
where viewers could “solt ke o doge™ aroand the
unlathomable scemingly hving trash. You are lirst
repulsed by what scem Hke monstrons beasts Hthal
vou cannot guile hgure ont and then vou begin
cirching Them suspiciously o concentric cireles
Lhal grow smaller as vou conqguer vour lear and
foalthing bl you are anbrigaed and begim o
absarb cach work and s innards

“What I wanl to doas to make scalptures thal
are nol elassiliable but Nexible - so o o choreh,
they maght be religions objects bul il vou pul them
inan archacological muscum, they funetion in
completely different way,” declares the arvtist who
has been inlluenced by Frenchintellectua) Georges
Batailles perception ol abject matevials (that s,
matteriads withdrawn feom their original state) as
Lhaose thal can declassily things, On opening nighi,
Peler Buagzegenhoutl was lar Trom abjecet lor he
s succeeded inowhat he set oul to do, He |'|-ll‘|'¢l
judictonsiy-preked junk i a gallery, and il is being

viewed as art! @

(res derehictae s on vrewe al the Harehouse on 3

el

Pasta, Mumbar, till September 7).



