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5 Indian Artists Who Made Their Debut At Frieze London
2025

This edition of the Frieze Art Fair report highlights Indian artists debuting at Frieze London 2025, from new
works by Anju Dodiya to T. Venkanna’s Artist-to-Artist nomination, underscoring South Asia’s growing

presence.
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Despite con cern s over a coolin g art m ark et an d  wid espread  gallery closu res, Frieze Lon d on  d efied  expectation s
—d rawin g global collectors an d  spotligh tin g a risin g wave of  Sou th  Asian  art. Held  alon gsid e Frieze Masters an d
followin g closely on  th e h eels of  Art Basel Paris, th e fair featu red  over 280 galleries an d  a n otable u ptick  in
participation  from  In d ian  exh ibitors, with  n in e galleries from  Delh i, Mu m bai, an d  Kolk ata sh owcasin g work .
Wh ile m ark et u n certain ty lin gers, Sou th  Asian  artists appear in su lated , with  galleries reportin g stron g sales—
in clu d in g Natu re Morte’s $233,210 (₹2.04  crore) sale of  a Su bod h  Gu pta pain tin g an d  m u ltiple sales by DAG of
work s by Su ltan  Ali an d  Jam in i Roy.

 

In  th is ed ition  of  th e Frieze Art Fair report, we spotligh t In d ian  artists m ak in g th eir d ebu t at Frieze Lon d on
2025. From  n ew work s by con tem porary pain ter An ju  Dod iya to T. Ven k an n a’s n om in ation  for th e Artist-to-Artist
segm en t, th e selection  reflects th e growin g

presen ce of  Sou th  Asian  artists m ovin g beyon d  id en tity politics an d  tok en  represen tation  at global art even ts.
Notably, Vad eh ra Art Gallery sold  th ree of  An ju  Dod iya’s work s for $50,000 (₹4 3,86 lak h ) each .

1. T. Ven k an n a 

‘I Am Not Your Doll,’ by T .  Venkanna (2024).  Ink on rice paper affixed on
canvas, 87.25 x 138.5 inches. (Image Credits: Abhay Maskara for Gallery

Maskara)

Bh arti Kh er d escribes T. Ven k an n a as “an  artist wh o isn ’t afraid . He d elves d eep in to th e h u m an  psych e, in to th e
bod y, in to sexu ality…Am id  th e swirlin g ch an ge of  In d ia, Ven k an n a lays bare h is d istin ct lan gu age of  th e bod y; h is
voice is h is own .”Ven k an n a, wh o work s prim arily in  prin tm ak in g, pain tin g, an d  d rawin g, blen d s an cien t In d ian
sym bolism  with  classical Eu ropean  m yth ological elem en ts. His strik in g pieces—m ark ed  by soft strok es, m u ted
palettes, an d  grotesqu e f igu res—d em an d  atten tion . 

 

Also read : 5 New Galleries Mak in g Th eir Debu t At PAD Lon d on  2025

 

‘Awakening,’ by T .  Venkanna (2025).  Egg tempera on board, 10.2 x 8 inches.
(Image Credits: Abhay Maskara for Gallery Maskara)

At Frieze, h is large-form at in k  an d  egg tem pera pain tin gs, part of  h is earlier ‘Black , Blu e an d  Yellow’ sh ow in
Mu m bai, explore th em es of  birth , d eath , sex, an d  th eir social an d  political im pacts. His work  ad d resses power
d yn am ics, in tim acy, exploitation , an d  societal ten sion , reson atin g both  locally an d  globally in  tod ay ’s restrictive
political clim ate. Lau n ch ed  in  2023, Frieze Lon d on ’s Artist-to-Artist section  in vites six solo presen tation s, each
n om in ated  by a prom in en t artist. In  partn ersh ip with  Tiffan y & Co., th e 2025 ed ition  offers participatin g
galleries a bu rsary to su pport em ergin g talen t. Th is year, Bh arti Kh er n om in ated  T. Ven k an n a, wh ose work s were
presen ted  by Gallery Mask ara. Ven k an n a h old s an  M.F.A. in  Prin tm ak in g from  th e Facu lty of  Fin e Arts (2006),
M.S. Un iversity of  Barod a, an d  a B.F.A. in  Pain tin g from  J.N.T.U.(2004 ), Hyd erabad .

 

Where to see his work: Gallery Maskara, Mumbai

 

‘A Measure of Happiness’ (2025) by Anju Dodiya.  Watercolour, charcoal
and soft pastel


on fabric stretched on board, 96 x 60 inches (Image credits: Vadehra Art
Gallery)

2. An ju  Dod iya 

Based  in  Mu m bai, An ju  Dod iya work s prim arily with  watercolou r an d  ch arcoal to create in trospective,
au tobiograph ical pieces cen terin g wom en . At Frieze Masters 2025, Dod iya is featu red  in  Stu d io—a section
cu rated  by Sh een a Wagstaff  th at exam in es th e work in g practices of  livin g artists. On e of  six artists brid gin g
h istorical an d  con tem porary art, Dod iya presen ts ‘An cestral Log ’ with  Vad eh ra Art Gallery, sh owcasin g large-
scale pain tin gs, sm all d rawin gs, an d  m ixed -m ed ia work s on  paper an d  fabric. Dod iya look s to artists of  th e past
an d  treats th e stu d io lik e an  on goin g logbook , expressin g th e storm y an d  tu m u ltu ou s in n er world  of  an  artist
im pacted  by d aily life. 

 

Also read : Art Con fid en tial: Abh in it Kh an n a On  Playin g Th e Lon g Gam e Wh en  Collectin g

 

‘Orchard Notes’ (2025) by Anju Dodiya, Watercolour, charcoal and soft
pastel on fabric stretched on board, 96.06 x 60.04 inches. (Image Credits:

Vadehra Art Gallery)

Th ou gh  h er work s h ave been  sh own  in  Lon d on  before, th is m ark s h er Frieze d ebu t. Dod iya h as previou sly
exh ibited  at th e Sh arjah  Bien n ale (twice), th e Ven ice Bien n ale, an d  th e Beijin g Bien n ale. Featu red  in  both
galleries an d  private collection s, sh e is k n own  for h er in trospective practice th at portrays wom en ’s in n er world s
with ou t red u cin g th em  to gen d ered  n arratives. Drawin g from  m yth , early Ren aissan ce pain tin g, Japan ese u k iyo-e
prin ts, m ed ieval tapestries, an d  con tem porary cin em a, h er work  weaves th ese in flu en ces in to a m ed itation  on  th e
artist’s in n er life. Dod iya is a grad u ate of  th e J.J. Sch ool of  Art, Mu m bai (1986).

 

Where to see her work: Vadhera Art Gallery, New Delhi 

 

‘Untitled 12’ by Amitava Das (1970s).  Oil pastel on handmade paper, 11 x 15
inches. (Image Credits: Art Exposure and Shrine Empire)

 

3. Am itava Das

Based  in  Delh i, Am itava’s m ed iu m s in clu d e watercolou rs, oils an d  pastels to pain t f igu rative an d  som etim es
abstract observation s on  h ow we en gage with  th e world  arou n d  u s. In  h is work s, “m an  is both  creator an d  th e
d estroyer.” In clu d ed  in  th e Spotligh t section  of  Frieze Masters an d  cu rated  by Valerie Cassel Oliver, h is
exh ibition , presen ted  by Sh rin e Em pire an d  Art Exposu re,  is a selection  of  work s from  th e 1970s, a tim e wh en
Am itava’s work s were respon d in g to th e political an d  social clim ate of  In d ia after in d epen d en ce. Th ese focu s on
two large th em es: ecology an d  socio-political com m en tary. Arou n d  th is period , Das h ad  co-fou n d ed  th e ‘New
Grou p,’ a Delh i-based  art collective. 

 

Also read : Th e Ultim ate Gallery Gu id e To Kolk ata: 5 Mu st-Visit Art Spaces

 

‘Untitled 9’ (1977) by Amitava Das. Waterproof ink, colour pencil and
watercolour, 7 x 10 inches. (Image Credits: Art Exposure and Shrine

Empire)

Mu ch  of  In d ian  art is still in terpreted  th rou gh  th e len s of  Western  art m ovem en ts. However, th e in clu sion  of
Das’s work  h igh ligh ts a lesser-k n own  ch apter in  In d ian  art h istory—on e th at reveals th e vibran t su b-grou ps an d
artistic exch an ges of  h is tim e, in volvin g artists su ch  as Mon a Rai, Man jit Bawa, an d  Rajn i Meh ta. His practice,
position ed  between  m od ern  an d  con tem porary art, u n d erscores th is period  of  tran sition  an d  d ialogu e. A
recipien t of  th e Lalit Kala Ak ad em i Nation al Award  (1969), h e h as exh ibited  h is work s in  Eu rope, In d ia, an d  th e
Mid d le East. A grad u ate of  Delh i College of  Art (1972). 

 

Where to see his work: Art Exposure, Kolkata and Shrine Empire

 

Installation views of the Vadehra Art Gallery booth at Frieze London 2025.
(Image Credits: Vadehra Art Gallery)

 

4 . Jai Ch u h an  

Lon d on -based  In d ian -born  artist Jai Ch u h an  is k n own  for h er expressive f igu rative pain tin gs an d  bold  u se of
colou r. Part of  a grou p exh ibition  by Vad eh ra Art Gallery for Frieze Lon d on , h er piece ‘Figu re in  In terior’ (2011)
was on  view. As a person  with  d u al id en tities, h er work  h as often  been  sh owcased  in  th e con text of  Sou th  Asian
artists in  Britain . In  Ch u h an ’s work , th e bod y becom es a n arrative tool to explore con flict, power, an d  restrain t—
both  for h er often -an on ym ou s protagon ists an d  th e viewer th rou gh  th e len s of  th e fem ale gaze. 

 

Also read : Th e Ultim ate Gallery Gu id e To Mu m bai (Part 2): 7  Mu st-Visit Art Spaces 

 

‘Figure in Interior’ (2011) by Jai Chuhan. Oil on canvas, 47.5 x 59 in.  (Image
Credits: Vadehra Art Gallery)

Her figu res, con fin ed  with in  in terior spaces yet yearn in g for escape, su bvert trad ition al portraitu re by resistin g
objectif ication ; in stead , th ey appear in  m otion , blu rred , or in  d irect d ialogu e with  th e viewer, assertin g agen cy
an d  ten sion . A grad u ate of  th e Slad e Sch ool of  Fin e Art (1977), Ch u h an  h as exh ibited  at Art Basel Paris, Art
Mu m bai, an d  in  galleries across th e UK, In d ia, an d  Ch in a. Her work s, h eld  in  collection s in clu d in g Tate, u se vivid
colou r an d  soft-focu s expression ism  to captu re th e em otion al com plexity of  bod ies with in  in tim ate, en closed
spaces.

 

Where to see her work: Hayward Touring Show: Acts of Creation (2024-2025), William Hine in London, ‘Repose’
opens 13 Nov 2025 and Vadehra Art Gallery in 2026 for a solo show. 

 

5. Aasth a Bu tail 

Installation views of the Vadehra Art Gallery booth at Frieze London 2025.
(Image Credits: Vadehra Art Gallery)

Based  in  Gu rgaon , Aasth a Bu tail’s work  ven tu res in to ceram ics, d rawin gs, perform an ce an d  in teractive
in stallation s in form ed  by research  in to an cien t m eth od s of  arch ivin g an d  oral trad ition s. Deeply in terested  in
m em ory an d  livin g trad ition s, h er practice is an  on goin g effort to trad ition al k n owled ge often  passed  d own  in  th e
form  of  poetry, recitation s an d /or son gs, Bu tail tran slates th ese in to experien ces for viewers. Part of  a grou p sh ow
at Frieze Lon d on , presen ted  by Vad eh ra Art Gallery, h er work  ‘Self  Series – I’(2023) is an  in stallation  m ad e u sin g
Look in g Glass an d  MDF fram es. 

 

Also read : #DPIn sid er: An  Exclu sive In terview With  Kelsan g Dolm a Of Art & Bali, Debu tin g Septem ber 2025

 

‘Self Series-I’ (2023) by Astha Butail.  Looking Glass and MDF frames, in
seven parts,14.25×80 inches, Editions of 2.  (Image Credits: Vadehra Art

Gallery)

Earlier th is year, sh e also h ad  h er f irst Lon d on  solo sh ow, ‘A Tran scen d en t Force’ at Cork  No.9 Cork  Street with
Vad eh ra Art Gallery. Cu rated  by Lin sey You n g, th e sh ow featu red  7 in stallation s an d  scu lptu res ren d ered  in  a
m on och rom atic palette u sin g m ixed  m ed ia. Very m u ch  lik e th e work s presen ted  at Frieze, h er work  presen ts
itself  th rou gh  repetition  an d  rh yth m ic variation s. All of  h er work s are often  arrived  at from  a larger n arrative an d
exploration  in to In d ian  epistem ologies. Bu tail h as exh ibited  across In d ia, Eu rope, an d  th e Mid d le East, with
work s in  collection s su ch  as th e Kiran  Nad ar Mu seu m  of  Art, th e Pizzu ti Art Collection , an d  th e PEAC Mu seu m .
A grad u ate of  NIFT Delh i, Pu n jab Un iversity, an d  th e Gn ostic Cen tre at Au roville, sh e brin gs a m u ltid isciplin ary
approach  to h er practice.

 

Where to see her work: Vadehra Art Gallery 
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